
Make History  
with AssetWorks Enterprise  
Asset Management Software

Does it feel like your community’s infrastructure is in constant need of repair, or that you 
can never get ahead of maintenance? Are your residents upset about traffic, run-down areas 
or other issues plaguing the community?

Let’s take a look at a community that found success with their infrastructure in the 17th  
century that is still celebrated today. To Edinburgh, Scotland we go!

In the summer of 2018, fifteen pieces of wooden piping were found underneath George Square 
when workers started to excavate the area to install a new underground heating system for the 
University of Edinburgh. To understand the importance of this discovery,  
you have to go back in time a few hundred years.

These are not logs. Well, not quite. These are water pipes crafted from the  
hollowed out trunks of elm trees. Originally in 1674, lead pipes were used to transport water 
throughout the area and to the well heads that were out of town. By 1756, the town realized 
that their lead pipe infrastructure was too expensive, heavy and challenging to maintain,  
so they decided to try wood.

Because of elm’s water-repellent properties, it was 
chosen to create pipes to run water to a variety of 
well heads throughout the town – no more  
trudging to the wells and reservoirs out of town! 

In 1790, the community realized its existing 
elm pipe system was aging, but it had done its 
job. The town’s creative idea for wooden pipes 
solved their water transportation issue for over 
thirty years. Their solution helped bridge the gap 
in time until the town upgraded to cast iron  

piping, which was a much more efficient and 
affordable system.

In 1822, the system was further enhanced to  
allow water to be transported directly into people’s 
homes. This incredible achievement provided 
citizens with the safety and convenience of easily 
accessible water that they could use for drinking, 
cooking or bathing.

Don’t be afraid to make an investment on a  
creative idea, but also don’t be afraid to decide 
it’s time to upgrade your infrastructure!

At a glance, this sounds like an impressive historical 
accomplishment – it even earned a plaque in the city!
In its own right, the innovation is admirable. But did you 
catch the dates? It took them a long time to move from one 
system to another! Does your city have that kind of time? 
What if your work could be completed more efficiently?

AssetWorks Enterprise Asset Management (EAM)  
software solution can help you prioritize work for  
improved project execution, minimize operational  
costs and reports, comply with governmental regulations 
and improve preventive maintenance (PM) activities for 
optimized asset life.

EAM may help you realize which 
assets are not performing up to 
their expected criteria, and when 
it’s time to dispose of them and 
procure new ones. At the same 
time, EAM can help simplify all 
of the mundane, time-consuming 
tasks that plague your job and 
allow you to focus your time on 
creative solutions for your city, 
just like Edinburgh did!

Whether your issues stem from 
traffic jams, park maintenance, 
infrastructure optimization or 
something else, EAM can assist 
you in organizing and prioritizing 
your efforts and budgets.  
Bring your community to the 
forefront and take your chance 
at making history!

To learn more, visit  
AssetWorks.com/EAM
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